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This work is dedicated to a charming and generous man -- my dear friend Malcolm 

Leech and to the individuals who have contributed their words -- you are an 

inspiration. 
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PERMISSIONS & NOTES 

Permissions for the following have been granted and this must be noted in 

programmes: 
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Used by kind permission of David Crawford 

Copyright © 2013 

All Rights Reserved 

“Funeral Blues” by W. H. Auden 

Used by permission of Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Copyright © 1940 

All Rights Reserved 
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AUTHOR’S NOTES 

With the exception of CHORUS, the actors should appear to be in their mid-20s, 

early 30s.  This is the age the individuals would have been during the 80s. They are 

speaking with their young voices not “old” retrospective voices – this is a living 

experience, not nostalgic. 

While this is an Australian story, Australian accents are not needed – they are 

suggested by speech patterns and the individuals represented are generally “well 

spoken” rather than “ocker”. “Ah”, “Um” etc. can be regarded as punctuation guides 

and not always expressed.   

This play has been devised with the following “doubling” of cast members in mind: 

ACTOR 1 ACTOR 2 ACTOR 3 ACTOR 4 ACTOR 5 

CHORUS NEIL MALCOLM ROSS DAVID 

MATT BRENDAN BILLY WILLIAM 

Documentary Verbatim Theatre & Found Materials 

All of the words that you will hear are verbatim transcriptions from interviews 

conducted between January 2012 and August 2013.  Additional materials in this play 

are what is known as Found Materials.  This is material that existed prior to the 

writing of this play e.g. media releases, songs, extracts from other writing.  
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CHARACTERS/CONTRIBUTORS 

CHORUS: CHORUS represents an every-gay-man, a seasoned cabaret 

performer from the 80s, who adopts personas as they suit. He also 

considers himself a ‘great actor’ and uses lines from Shakespeare’s 

King Richard II. Historically Richard II is considered to be the originator 

of the use of hankies for signalling preferences. 

CHORUS has HIV-associated Neurocognitive Disorder (HAND)i and is 

not always sure which time period he is inhabiting. People with this 

disease experience decline in brain function and movement skills, as 

well as shifts in behaviour and mood. As the link between the audience 

and the contributors he has no boundaries and it is through CHORUS 

that the past and the present connect.  

CHORUS also plays the voices of characters that the others are 

quoting and as ringmaster he provides the interlude “entertainment” 

between some sections. This character is played by one actor and is 

older than the rest of the cast. (aged 45+) 

BILLY: Musician (aged between 20 – 30) 

NEIL: Artist (aged between 20 – 30) 

ROSS: Educator (aged between 20 – 30) 

MALCOLM: Theatre worker (aged between 20 – 30) 

MATT:  Community worker (aged between 20 – 30) 

BRENDAN:  Community Media (aged between 20 – 30) 

DAVID: Nurse (aged between 20 – 30) 

WILLIAM: Public Servant (aged between 20 – 30)  
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SCENES 

 

1 ~  BEFORE 

2 ~  EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT 

 INTERLUDE 1 – The Condom and the Banana & The Banana Boat song 

3 ~  FEAR & LOATHING 

 INTERLUDE 2 – Under The Milky Way 

4 ~  DIAGNOSIS 

 INTERLUDE 3 – Fever 

 

INTERVAL 

 

 INTERLUDE 4 – Chain Reaction 

5 ~  WASTING TIME 

 INTERLUDE 5 – I Will Survive 

6 ~  DEATH 

7 ~  FUNERALS 

 INTERLUDE 6– Funeral Blues 

8 ~  GHOSTS 

9 ~  THE LAST DANCE – Dance Me to the End of Love 
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1 ~ BEFORE 

 

[The action takes place in CHORUS’ apartment. This is CHORUS’ party and he 

is inviting his friends of the past and present to participate in and share stories. 

The room features various frames that can be used as multimedia devices to 

show videos, pictures, and posters -- images by William Yang and Lost Gay 

Sydney etc. A bust or ‘toy’ Shakespeare is a favourite item of CHORUS.  

 

CHORUS has HIV Associated Neurocognitive Disorder (HAND) and slips from 

past to present. 

 

CHORUS is ‘prettying up’ his drab apartment preparing for his party – direct 

address to audience who are guests at his party.] 

 

CHORUS:   Welcome! 

 

[My City of Sydney Lyrics by Bobby Troup. Music by Tommy Leonetti] 

 Natives of intriguing San Francisco 

Say it’s there their hearts will always be 

But surely they can’t care if I’m more excited 

About her sister city far across the sea. 

 

My City of Sydney, 

I miss the warmth of you 

Miss the heart of your people, 
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That little church steeple in Woolloomooloo 

Sail boats white polka dotting 

the blue of the bay 

As they glide on their way 

through a clear afternoon 

Night folks thirsting for fun, 

meeting most everyone at the Cross  

as they toss in their merry balloon. 

 

My city of Sydney,  

I miss your glow in the dark. 

Miss the Opera House lights from the Bridge 

And the nights in a quiet Hyde Park. 

 

When I’m thousands of miles 

from the surfers and smiles, 

Of your laugh loving children at play, 

My warm city of Sydney, 

I’ve never been away. 

 

My City of Sydney 

Of Sydney 

Of Sydney 
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