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Writer’s Note 

“I would have said probably ten years ago, it would have been unthinking for a Christian in the 
conservative churches to not vote Liberal. Like, it was like, just a given; if you’re a Christian, in 
the scenes where I was in at least – if you’re a Christian you vote Liberal and that’s just how it is, 
you know?”  

Quiet Faith interviewee, 2014 

A number of years ago I was working on another theatre project whose subject matter began to 
reflect upon issues of religion and politics. There was great concern amongst the artistic team 
about the alignment of the Christian right and neo-conservative politics, an alignment especially 
visible in the United States but increasingly being reflected in Australia via the efforts of the 
Australian Christian Lobby, and the formation of political parties dominated by conservative 
Christian ideas, such as Fred Nile’s Christian Democrats and Family First. Whilst I shared the 
political concerns of some of my fellow artists, their forceful assertion that Church and State 
should be kept separate by preventing anyone religious from any form of public office seemed 
to me an extreme, anti-democratic position. Whilst the abuses committed or overlooked by 
those in authority in various religious organisations must absolutely be condemned, it seems 
unjust to believe that religion is, in itself, a negative cultural force. The voices that claim to 
represent Christianity in the public sphere offer strongly conservative views, especially on social 
issues. Despite this, I have found all of the Christians that I have encountered to be deeply 
compassionate and loving people, each genuinely striving to make the world a better place. 

In developing Quiet Faith, I undertook recorded interviews with twenty Australian Christians 
from different denominations, as well as dozens of conversations with believers from across 
Australia. These interviewees ranged in age from late teens to early seventies. Some were 
students, some were educators, some were social workers, some were health workers, and 
some were religious leaders – ministers and pastors from suburban and regional churches. My 
conversations were structured around three key questions: how would you describe your 
journey of faith? How does faith manifest itself in your everyday life? And, what do you think is, 
or should be the relationship between religion and politics? Quiet Faith is an attempt to listen 
closely and carefully to these voices and thereby start rethinking the place of faith in public life. 

David Williams, October 2019 
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Quiet Faith premiered at Waterside Hall, Port Adelaide, 8th October 2014 
 
Production credits for premiere season 
 
Writer, director & performer: David Williams 
Performer & collaborator: Ashton Malcolm 
Designer: Jonathon Oxlade 
Sound designer: Bob Scott 
Lighting designer: Chris Petridis 
Outside eye: Roz Hervey 
Creative producer: Emma Webb 
Production manager: Emma O’Neill 
Build and crew: Emma O’Neill, Tim Dodd and Wendy Todd 
Interview transcription: Ainslie List with Suzie Franke and David Williams 
Documentation: Jennifer Greer Holmes and Heath Britton 
 
 
Quiet Faith was co-commissioned by Vitalstatistix and HotHouse Theatre and was supported by 
the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body. 
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CAST OF CHARACTERS (in order of appearance) 
PRIEST 1: Female, aged in her mid-60s 
PRIEST 2: Male, aged in his mid-60s  
BABY BOOMER: Male, aged 70 + 
MUSICIAN: Male, aged in his mid-30s 
DOCTOR: Female, aged in her late 50s 
PASTOR: Male, aged in his late 30s 
SOCIAL WORKER: Female, aged in her early 60s 
YOUNG MAN: Male, aged early 20s 
METHODIST: Male, aged in his mid 70s 
CANDIDATE: Female, aged around 60 
ACTIVIST: Male, aged in his early 30s 
 
There are also two recorded voices, a bible reading and the INTERVIEWER. If so desired, these 
voices could also be allocated to other performers.  
 
On several occasions, the performers issue simple directions or instructions to the audience. 
When this occurs, the character identifier PERFORMER is used. 
 
In the original production of Quiet Faith, all of these roles were shared between two actors, but 
other casting permutations are possible.  
 
The cast should reflect the cultural diversity of Australia. 
 
 
A note on delivery:  
This text includes rhythmic directions. In general, ‘PAUSE’ indicates an interval of 8 counts. 
‘BEAT’ indicates an interval of 3 counts. Other short beats & pauses do occur within text, as per 
normal speech rhythms. 
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FIRST MOVEMENT (PERSONAL JOURNEYS) 
 
PRIEST 1:  See we all have a deep spirituality and a deep longing to find home, 

whatever that might mean. Yeah. To find home. And some people find it 
in the church. I, for me personally, um I’ve been going to church since I 
was about this big. On and off. I got thrown out when I was about, about 
eight, I was thrown out of church. My mother never went to church but 
she used to send me… and my my brother and three children that lived 
with us because my father had died when I was six and so we went of to 
church together, five children, and the youngest was about three. And we 
used to sit in the row, no adults, and and and tickle and muck about. So 
this man, as I remember him in black and white, came down the aisle, 
stood at the end, and said, ‘Out!’ So we all went out and we we there 
were these rails out the front of the church… and we did somersaults 
with our Sunday best on the rails until Sunday school and then we went 
to Sunday school. So we never told our mother, he never went round to 
see our mother. And so we just kept going every Sunday, so instead of 
going into church, we’d play on the rails out the front until Sunday school 
time. So I’ve been – I’ve been part of the church all my life. 

 
PRIEST 2:   You were a little outsider from the beginning. (laughs) 
 
PRIEST 1:  Yeah. But it’s only in recent years that I can really say – sort of – what I 

believe. 
 
PAUSE 
  
BABY BOOMER:  I suppose, um going to church as quite a young person, 
  
MUSICIAN:   My mum used to take us take me to church a little bit… 
  
BABY BOOMER:  I think Mum and Dad used to take us when we were quite young so 

probably younger than ten to St Matthews in Merrylands West. 
  
MUSICIAN:  I think partly too there was a need… a desire to want me to get me into a 

certain school so that was part of it to show that I was into that. 
  
BABY BOOMER:  Um, and um, yeah yeah it’s a long time ago… 
  
MUSICIAN:   Then I uh didn’t really do anything like that. 
  
BABY BOOMER:  so it’s hard to remember a lot but… 
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MUSICIAN: That was in the Anglican faith as well, so um… so nothing in that really 
resonated 

  
BABY BOOMER:  I think we got to the stage where we were fairly independent I was able 

to go by myself and umm 
  
MUSICIAN: And then I became a absolutely died in the wool devout atheist and 

rejected everything 
  
BABY BOOMER:  And I used to go to Sunday school and later on Youth Fellowship and, ah, 

and church services per se. 
  
MUSICIAN:  Because it never made any sense to me, just didn’t logically make any 

sense. 
  
BABY BOOMER:  And I s’pose for a lot of people of my baby boomer era, church fellowship 

was a big thing. 
  
MUSICIAN:  The vision of what God was just looked totally irrational. It looked like a 

psychological crutch for people. 
  
BABY BOOMER:  It was the big, ah, important social network, I suppose. 
  
MUSICIAN:  It looked like ah simple answers to complex questions, it looked like an 

easy way out. 
  
BABY BOOMER:  I have gained the impression that over the decades, that um that, that 

same experience is perhaps not there for um other generations in ah the 
same way… 

  
MUSICIAN:   And, and also with other things that were going on in the world too… 
  
BABY BOOMER:  And honestly I don’t, I don’t know why. 
  
MUSICIAN:  It looked like a very easy way to um subjugate people and to make 

people bend to people’s will and I could never ever agree with anything 
like that at all, it just didn’t, didn’t work with me. 

 
PAUSE 
 

I remember this one time I was with this person who had become a 
friend of mine and I don’t know what happened, like we were hanging 
out, I was over at her house had a couple of glasses of wine and then all 
of a sudden I started to go and say, look how can you still claim to be 
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such a strong follower of this particular kind of um Christian faith when 
you know what is going on like there’s been such horrible things done in 
it’s name and the people who are leading it are, you know, they don’t, 
know… they are so out of touch and there so many things that… do that. 
And she just said ‘Look, um … well said you okay…  

 
BEAT 
 

Total change of subject. “Look, um, you have a family right?”, and I’m like 
“yeah.” “And do you love your family?” “Yes, of course I love my family”. 
“And do you identify yourself as being from that family? Are you part of 
that family?” I said “Yeah.” And she said “Does some people in that 
family just drive you crazy, you can’t understand what they are, are you 
estranged from some members of your family?” “Of course, it’s a family”. 
She said it’s the same thing. 

 
BABY BOOMER:  Friday night was, um fellowship. So you know, we would gather and sing 

a few hymns, we’d have bible studies, we’d have games activities – it was 
quite a well-rounded meeting. 

  
BEAT 
  

Uh then on the weekends particularly Saturday um, people that we knew, 
friends from church in the fellowship group, we would, we would go to 
the beach together, we would go to the movies together, yeah. So we 
did… we were a close-knit group and we did a lot of things together so, 
and I guess yeah… getting back to the journey of faith, that’s how I 
became introduced to Christianity. 

 
READING [recorded]:  Lamentations 3, 22-33. “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 

mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope 
in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks 
him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It 
is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone in 
silence when it is laid on him;  let him put his mouth in the dust – there 
may yet be hope; let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, and let 
him be filled with insults. For the Lord will not cast off forever, but, though 
he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love;  for he does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of 
men.” 

 
PAUSE 
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DOCTOR:  So I got married in church and, you know, my kids' father was also part of 
that whole sort of very serious – you know, you don't have sex before 
you get married, you behave like this; you know, that very serious 
rule‑based Christianity. So part of my kids' upbringing was – because I've 
always gone to church, and part of my kids' upbringing was also to come 
to church with me – because their father and I separated when they were 
six and eight. And that separation sort of flipped me a little bit into – out 
of the rule‑based stuff, because what happened at the time was that I 
was going to a church here and they got really upset with me that my 
marriage broke down and sort of asked me to leave the church. 

  
BEAT 
  

Which was like – what are you – you know, like I was some sort of evil 
woman. And, you know, I hadn't had affairs or anything like that; it was 
just – it just didn't work and it was mainly – I mean, that's a whole 
'nother story.  

  
BEAT 
  

But I was quite shocked and felt really betrayed by these people who 
were my spiritual community, I thought, and so that was a bit of a 
watershed about what was religion, really, and what did it mean, and 
what did God want in my life, and was this God or not and was this the 
sort of God that I believed in. You know, isn't God about love and about 
vulnerable people and about supporting people and supporting each 
other, and all that sort of stuff, and here are these people saying, "No, 
no, this is the rule. You can't do that." You know, "We're not going to 
have anything to do with you because you're now horrible." It's like I was 
the same person I was last week. 

  
BEAT 
  

So I went to another church, and that was all right for a bit, until the 
minister there decided that God had told him that I should marry him. 
Now, I didn't want to marry him. God hadn't given me that message. And 
so I said, "God didn't tell me that." And he said, "Oh, so you've been 
disobedient," and it was just really scary. And it was just like, okay, so – 
and I remember one day he came to my door and he said, "So what's the 
answer," you know, "marry me or not?", and it's like, "No." And he said – 
he stood at my front lawn and he said, "You'll be cursed." And he said, 
"You'll be cursed. You'll be single all the rest of your life.” I remember 
thinking at the time – is that a curse?  

  








