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Your parents leave you too soon and your kids and spouse come along late, but 
your siblings know you when you are in your most inchoate form. Assuming you 
all reach a ripe old age, they’ll be with you until the very end, and for that reason, 
there is an intimacy and a familiarity that can’t possibly be available to you in any 
other relationship throughout your life.

Jeffrey Kluger — The Sibling Effect
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Foreword
The Wind in the Underground was birthed in Sydney at the Old Fitz Theatre in 
2017 in a program entitled the “New Fitz”. As part of this program playwright 
Sam O’Sullivan was commissioned to write a one-act Australian play in 
response to Doubt by John Patrick Shanley. Doubt and the new play would later 
be presented together. I joined the “New Fitz” program as a resident director. 
Before long Sam and I were having our first coffee. 

The Wind in the Underground was a year in the making, which included 
mounted productions of three different versions of the script. It took its final 
form in 2018 where it was fittingly performed at the State Theatre of Western 
Australia. Five members of our team (who now live in Sydney) grew up in Perth, 
hence the WA setting of the play is an aspect we have a shared connection with. 
I believe “home” to be the fifth character in this play, which we watch evolve 
alongside the siblings who have lived within it. Although place-specific the 
story is universal, illustrating maturing families and the inevitable act of one day 
saying goodbye to the first place we called home. 

Even after a hugely successful debut season at the Old Fitz Theatre, Sam 
continued expanding and refining his story with a determination that I am 
thankful for. I would also like to thank the original team; Michael Abercromby, 
Rowan Davie, Whitney Richards, Bishanyia Vincent and Clemmie Williams, 
who all stayed with us throughout the journey. This is an enormous feat in 
independent theatre and involved countless volunteered hours. The quality of 
the final product is a result of this collaborative effort. Finally, a huge thank you 
to Red Line Productions at the Old Fitz Theatre for commissioning the work 
and continuing to support us all throughout all three productions. Sadly 2017 
was the only year of the New Fitz program as it was later unfunded. I hope to 
see other companies and funding bodies following the example of the New Fitz 
program in the future.

Lucy Clements
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First Production Details
The Wind in the Underground was first produced by Redline Productions and 
was performed at the Old Fitz Theatre, May 2017. 

CAST    Michael Abercromby 
   Rowan Davie 
   Whitney Richards 
   Bishanyia Vincent 

DIRECTOR   Lucy Clements 
SOUND DESIGN  Clemmie Williams 
STAGE MANAGER  Charlotte Smith 
DRAMATURG  Erin Taylor 

In January 2018, The Wind in the Underground was produced by New Ghosts at 
the Perth Fringe, State Theatre Centre W.A. 

CAST   Michael Abercromby
   Rowan Davie
   Whitney Richards
   Bishanyia Vincent 

DIRECTOR  Lucy Clements  
SOUND DESIGN Clemmie Williams 
STAGE MANAGER  Daley King 
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Notes
Characters

ANDREA

MITCHELL

CLAIRE

SIMON

The actors playing ANDREA, MITCHELL, CLAIRE and SIMON play the adult 
and child versions of their character.

Bold dialogue indicates the child.

Normal dialogue indicates the adult.

Transitions between scenes should be instantaneous.

A “ / “ indicates that the next character starts speaking.

(Lines in brackets) can be spoken softly or muttered.
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The Wind in the Underground 

PROLOGUE
CLAIRE enters wearing a large, well-worn, backpack.

CLAIRE  [Slowly] The front door. The hallway cupboard. The bathroom 
cabinet. The sliding door out the back. The fly screen being 
raked by one of the dogs. The cicadas in the summer. The 
wind chimes in winter. The side door catching even though it’s 
unlocked. The pool fence. The piano. The coo-ee of some local 
kid calling down the valley. The front door …

Beat. SIMON appears.

  Simon?

Pause.

 Simon.

ONE
SIMON  I live in a house with my Mum and my Dad and sisters 

and my brother.

ANDREA  It’s a big house. It’s old.

MITCHELL  There’s bush around it. And a creek and cliffs. And heaps 
of places to run around and hide and play.

SIMON  My biggest sister is Andrea. She’s really smart and she 
looks after us when Mum and Dad have to work.
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MITCHELL  I’m the oldest boy. The first-born son. 

ANDREA  That’s not a thing anymore.

MITCHELL  (Yes, it is.)

SIMON  My oldest brother is Mitchell, he’s the oldest boy.

MITCHELL  See?

ANDREA  He doesn’t mean it the way you mean it. He’s four.

SIMON  Five! 

ANDREA  Four. 

SIMON  Five!

ANDREA  Really?

SIMON  Yes! We had a party. 

ANDREA  You sure?

CLAIRE  Mum played the piano. 

MITCHELL  There’s also Claire.

SIMON  She’s older than me but not the others. She can be quiet 
sometimes but other times she’s fun.

CLAIRE  Sometimes it’s nice / to be quiet

SIMON It’s boring! 

ANDREA She’s thinking.

SIMON  She’s always thinking.

MITCHELL  Sulking. 

ANDREA  Mitch.

SIMON  It does make her the best hider, though.
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ANDREA  When Mum and Dad are out and I have to look after 
everyone, we mainly play / games.

SIMON  Hide and Seek! 

ANDREA  Hide / and — yep.

MITCHELL  You have to stay this side of the creek though. And you 
can’t go past the tool shed on that side and you can’t go 
on to Mr Bishop’s property.

ANDREA  He’s the old man that lives next door. 

SIMON He wants to kill our sheep.

ANDREA  He doesn’t want to kill our sheep — we have two sheep. I 
don’t know why.

SIMON  They eat the grass! 

MITCHELL  They’re fat. 

ANDREA  They’re pretty fat.

SIMON  Claire never gets found because she finds a quiet spot and 
she’ll just sit there, just being quiet and you never find her.

CLAIRE  I like being quiet. That’s all. 

ANDREA  Who’s It?

SIMON  Claire!

CLAIRE  What? When did that happen? Why? 

MITCHELL  Because no one can ever find you. 

CLAIRE  That’s your problem.

MITCHELL  Spaz.

ANDREA  That’s not a word, Mitchell. 

MITCHELL  Yes it is. Spaz.
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CLAIRE  Don’t call me that. 

ANDREA  Mitch.

MITCH  Mi-itch.

SIMON  Bags not It!

ANDREA and MITCHELL both quickly cross their index 
fingers, making an X, indicating that they are also not It.

CLAIRE  Ugh. I’ll be It. It’s fine. 

SIMON  You can’t count here though. 

CLAIRE  Why not?

SIMON  You have to go away.

MITCHELL  She knows you’re going to hide in the house now, Simon.

SIMON  No, I’m not!  

MITCHELL  Yes, you are.

SIMON  Not! She just has to go away. 

CLAIRE  Why?

SIMON  So you can come back. 

CLAIRE  What?

SIMON  You have to go away so you can come back.

Pause.

CLAIRE takes off her backpack and leaves it on the ground. 
SIMON walks to it and puts it on over the next few lines.

  Count to a million. And don’t cheat by looking out 
the window!
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CLAIRE removes herself from the others. She covers her 
eyes and prepares to count. She stays on stage throughout 
the next scene.

CLAIRE  Ready? 

ANDREA/
MITCHELL  Ready. 

SIMON  Go!

TWO
SIMON has the backpack on. ANDREA rushes to him 
and hugs him.

ANDREA  Look at this guy! Look at him! 

SIMON  I can’t.

ANDREA  Look at you.

SIMON  Alright.

ANDREA  You little shit. 

SIMON  Um-mah! Language. 

ANDREA  Where are your shoes? 

SIMON  Sold them for crack. 

ANDREA  I could just —

SIMON  What?

ANDREA I don’t know. Eat your stupid face.

SIMON  Don’t.  




